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Ozet

Bu ¢alisma, diinya tarihi bakimindan “Ipek Yolu” diye tarif edilen ticari agin, tizerinde hayat buldugu cografi giizerghlari
konu edinmektedir. Ozetle, Cin’den baglayan Ipek Yolu giizergihlari, batiya dogru yol alarak Asya’nin Bati boliimiine
ulagir ve Avrupa’ya kadar ulagan ticari aglarla baglantili hale gelir. Esasen bahsedilen bu ticari aglarin tek bir giizergah
{izerinde olmadsgy, tarihi siire¢ boyunca Ipek Yolu tizerindeki cografi kosullarin ve siyasal, askeri durumlarin neden oldugu
farkls rotalarin kullanildigi bilinmektedir. Yine de esas itibariyle bu rotalarin, Dogu’daki Cin bagkentlerinden bat
yoniinde hareket ederek baglatildigi, Kansu tizerinden Dogu Tiirkistan sahasina ve daha sonra Bau Tiirkistan sahasina
uzandig1 sdylenebilir, buradan da ¢esitli yollar vasitasiyla Batr'ya dogru yolculuguna devam eder. Diinyanin, Dogu ve Bati
bélgeleri arasinda kargilikli olarak kullanilan bu ticari agin, 6nemli kesisme noktalarindan biri Baktriya bolgesidir. Burasi
Dogu ve Bat1 giizergahlarinin kesistigi bir cografya oldugu gibi, Giiney’de Hindistan’a ve Kuzey'de bozkirlara ulagan ticari
yollarin da kavustugu bir nokta olmustur. Bu nedenle Ipek yolu giizergihlarinda Hint kokenli tacirlerin ve bunlara dair
kiiltiirel unsurlarin varligi da dogaldir. Ipek Yolu giizergahlari bakimindan 6nemli kesisme noktalarindan bir digeri ise
Bat1 Tirkistan sahasinda yer alan Maveratinnehir (Sogd sahasi) olmustur. Bu sahanin hem cografik konumunun sagladig;
imkanlar hem de bu bolgenin yerlesik halki olan Sogdlarin tacir kimlikleri, buranin Ipek Yolu tarihinde anlamli bir yer
kazanmasina neden olmustur. Bu ticari yollar, tizerinden gegtigi cografyalarin kaderi bakimindan da 6nemli etkiler
yapmistir. ipek Yolu giizergahinda bulunan; Kansu bélgesi, Turfan, Hami, Karasar, Kuga, Hotan, Yarkent, Kasgar,
Semerkant, Buhara, Belh gibi sehirlerin iktisadi gelisimi, bu ticari yollarin sagladig: imkanlarla dogrudan baglantilidir.
Yine bu sehirlerde yasanan dini ve kiiltiirel gelismeler konusunda da Ipek Yolu'nun neden oldugu hareketlilik ve

zenginligin biyiik payr oldugu bilinmektedir.
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Abstract

This study is about the geographical routes on which the commercial network, which is defined as the "Silk Road" in
world history, came to life and especially the Eastern part. In summary, Silk Road starting from China reach the Western
part of Asia by traveling west and become connected with commercial networks reaching as far as Europe. In fact, it is
known that these commercial networks are not on a single route, but different routes were used due to the geographical
conditions and political and military situations on the Silk Road throughout the historical process. However, it can be
said that these routes were started by moving west from the Chinese capitals in the East, stretched to the East Turkestan
area via Kansu, and then to the West Turkestan area, from where it continued its journey to the West via various routes.
One of the important intersection points of this commercial network, which is used in both directions between the
Eastern and Western regions of the world, is the Bactria region. This was a geography where east and west routes
intersected, as well as a point where commercial routes reaching India in the south and steppes in the north met. For
this reason, the presence of Indian-origin merchants and cultural elements such as Buddhism is also natural in the

history of the Silk Road. Another important intersection point on the Silk Road was Transoxiana (Sogdian area) located




in the West Turkestan area. The advantages provided by the geographical location of this area and the merchant qualities
of the Sogdians, the settled people of this region, caused this place to gain a significant place in the history of the Silk
Road. Therefore, these trade routes had significant effects on the fate of the geographies they passed through. Located
on the Silk Road; The economic development of Kansu region, and cities such as Turfan, Hami, Karasar, Kuca, Hotan,
Yarkent, Kashgar, Samarkand, Bukhara, Belh is directly related to the advantages provided by these trade routes. It is also
known that the dynamism and wealth caused by the Silk Road had a great share in the religious and cultural

developments experienced in these cities.
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